produced ve reports containing 907 recommendations for law reform. Many of the recommendations have been implemented, and the work of the Mitchell Committee is rightly regarded as the most sustained approach to criminal law reform in the state's history. Its reports led to major reforms in areas including rape, suicide, protection of the rights of accused persons, the bail system and compensation for victims of crime.
She Her nal public recognition occurred this year when she was made a Companion of the Royal Victorian Order (CVO) in the Queen's New Year's Honours List.
Following her death on 5 March 2000 accolades in the media poured in, lauding not only her many rsts, but the way in which she was indeed the rst Lady of South Australia.
The young Roma was courteous, lively, amusing, frank, with an enchanting lateral view on most subjects.
People were enthralled not only by her logic but by her freedom and originality of her argument (Rex Jory, the Advertiser).
It was her commitment to values that attracted people to her.
Under the headline 'A COMPASSIONATE BEACON FOR JUSTICE', the Australian Editorial on Monday, 6 March, declared:
From her school days she demonstrated the brilliant mind that, coupled with a determined spirit, led to a life dedicated to equality and justice.
Her contribution to public life was immense and the insights she brought to a number of social issues re ected a detailed understanding of the human condition.
John Bannon, a former Premier of the State, noted her contribution to social legislation:
She epitomised Australia in the 20th Century. She was in the van of social legislation changes throughout the second half of the century. She wouldn't shirk from being a standard bearer.
She inherited to a marked degree the spirit of the early suffragists in South Australia, the rst in the world to gain active and passive voice in the vote, their campaign aimed at securing justice for women and the right to participate in social legislation.
For everyone, she was a great person, her actions rooted in strong values and beliefs that were at the core of her being, a person with great accomplishments, and at the same time able to meet 'ordinary' people as equals. Her private face was no different from her public face-she was the same whether walking on the beach at her holiday home at Carrickalinga, or presiding at public functions. She did not have a politician's persona, with the thought of votes (or popular favour) governing her opinions. She was the same to all, having an equally deep interest in the progress of disadvantaged children who had been awarded a Dame Roma Mitchell Justice Scholarship at her old school, St Aloysius College, as in her friends in high places. She would be as digni ed, respectful and courteous to children as to the Queen.
The Governor of South Australia, Sir Eric Neal, summed this up beautifully in his tribute:
She was a lady for whom I had the utmost respect, admiration and affection. Her advice was always freely available, pragmatic and helpful, she had wisdom, a commonsense approach to issues, a ready sense of humour.
Dame Roma was a lady of great dignity yet easily approachable, a warm, compassionate human being with a very great interest in people from all strata of society.
She had a strong Christian faith.
She believed in service.
Her strong beliefs about social justice and a belief in the service of the disadvantaged could be seen in her commitment to Meals on Wheels. Acting as a Meals on Wheels deliverer often surprised senior Adelaide citizens in rooming houses. Hands-on social work by a former Supreme Court Judge and State Governor-elect must be regarded as one of the most singular rsts of all.
It was Dame Roma's warmth and compassion that came through to us in the many tributes paid to her. These tributes bore witness to the extraordinary breadth of her commitment to groups throughout South Australia. They also bore witness to Dame Roma's capacity for attentive interest to all those she met.
Everyone felt they were important in her world. Compassion … dedication … commitment … wisdom … humour … dignity … preeminence in her profession. She was indeed a role model for everyone:
· For youth-idealistic, and committed. · For women-an accidental feminist, not categorising herself, but, in concentrating on equality for all, she was led to want reform and to achieve it. · For the disadvantaged-minority groups saw in her a fearless, unsentimental champion. · For the ageing-she was a person who lived into old age still making a contribution often expected from younger people. Stereotypes allocated to age were irrelevant for her. · For those of faith-the governor, from his perspective, identi ed her 'strong faith'.
The Catholic Archbishop of Adelaide, Archbishop Faulkner, commented on her … life of deep and simple faith, a source of hope for ordinary people and a role model for those in public life.
And, it could be added, a role model for ordinary people. As John Bannon said, She knew how to do everything well, including the way she died.
